
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Official Contest Rules 

Submission 
1. The contest is limited to a maximum of eight bands. 

 
2. May 1, 2019: Deadline for application submissions. Apply online at The Parkway Theater’s 

website www.TheParkwayTheater.com.  All submissions must include links to video and audio 
music performance samples.  
 

3. May 6, 2019: 8 finalist bands will be selected via email. 
 

4. May 12, 2019: Deadline for 8 finalist bands to confirm intent to participate.   
 

Bands 
1. Must consist of two to six members. 

 
2. The contest is limited to acoustic bands, playing Americana “roots" music including bluegrass, 

old-time, newgrass, or related music. 
 

3. Participating individuals may only participate in one competing band.  
 

4. Members of MBOTMA’s board of directors and The Parkway Theater staff are not eligible to 
participate in the competition. 

 
Instruments 
1. Electric instruments are not permitted, with the exception of bass. We will 

provide all mics, stands, cables, as well as a bass amp, if needed (Gallien- 
Kruger MB112–II 150 Watt 1x12). Contest rules prohibit any other amplifiers, 
D.I.s, or electronic instrumentation. 
 

2. Individuals may play more than one instrument during their band’s performance. However, 
each performer must carry his or her instrument(s) onto the stage in one trip. Microphones 
will not be repositioned during a band’s performance to accommodate changing instruments. 
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Contest logistics 
1. Band members should arrive at The Parkway Theater by 3pm to check in. One band member 

will participate in the random drawing that will determine the order of band performance. 
 

2. Each band will have the opportunity to perform a full 3-song set. Bands may introduce 
themselves and their songs by speaking into the microphone. Bands will be allowed up to 15 
minutes to complete their set, including any introduction. 

 
3. A timekeeper will track the length of each band’s 3-song set. At the judges’ discretion, points 

may be deducted from a band’s contest score for each minute they go over the 15-minute 
limit. 

 
4. No one other than contest officials may approach the judges at any time during the contest. It 

is strictly forbidden for contestants and audience members to speak to contest judges at any 
time before, during, or after the contest. 
 

5. The top 3 bands earning the highest overall scores will respectively be declared 3rd Place, 
Runner Up, and Grand Prize winner. Each of the 3 winning bands will play 1 encore song upon 
receiving their prize. i.e. When 3rd place is announced, that winning band will come on stage 
to collect their prize and play 1 song, averaging 4 minutes in length, and so on. The final song 
of the night will be performed by the grand prize winner.  

 
Tech 
1. Immediately prior to their 3-song set, each band will be allowed 10 minutes to set-up, adjust 

levels and check monitors. A sound crew will position microphones for each band member 
and monitor wedges according to the stage plot provided by the band. 

 
2. Band members may choose to use separate microphones or to play around a single 

microphone. Either method is permitted; neither method will affect scoring. 
 

Scoring 
1. Band Scoring Criteria 

a. 40% Musicality (instrumental and/or vocal skills and techniques). 
b. 30% Stage presence and overall performance.  
c. 30% Audience enthusiasm.   

 
2. Band Scoring Evaluation 

a. Three judges will assess and score each band’s 3-song set.  
b. Each band will be awarded up to 100 points for their set. 
c. After each band’s performance, judges will provide completed scorecards to a 

scorekeeper, who will tally the scores. 
d. Judges’ scores are final. Scores will not be released. 

 
 

May the Best Band-jo Win! 


